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What is IUCN ?

Created in 1948

1,076 member organizations
83 States
110 governments agencies
> 800 NGOs

1,000 staff

10,000 Commission members

Maybe 5,000 individuals in 
partner organizations

Many Experts who are not 
members of Commissions

Official Observer of the 
UN General Assembly

In 180+ 
countries

IUCN mission is “to mobilize people and organizations through our networks 
world-wide to produce and use conservation knowledge for the benefit of people 
and nature” .
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Secretariat

Non-Commission
Experts 
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Key Concerns

• Rising temperatures

• Rising sea-level

• Increasing extreme events

• Changing rain patterns → Drought
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Ecosystem Services
Estuaries and Marshes

3Natural hazards

3Erosion protection

3Pollution control

2Biological regulation

2Climate regulation

Regulating Services

2?Genetic materials

4Biochemical products

2Fiber, timber, fuel

2Food

Provisioning Services

2Nutrient Cycling

2Soil formation

2Biodiversity

Supporting Values & Services

1Recreational

2Aesthetic

1Recreational

1Spiritual and inspirational

Cultural Values

Source: MEA, Ecosystems and Human Well-Being: Wetlands
and Water (Synthesis), http://www.millenniumassessment.org
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Biodiversity - species
Mediterranean Red Lists – Current 
Status

Completed
Freshwater endemic fish 
Reptiles and amphibians
Sharks 
Cetaceans

To be developed
Odonata
Crabs
Aquatic molluscs 
Terrestrial molluscs 
Other Invertebrates
Plants
Marine Birds (Existing at 
Global level)
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Species Richness of the Mediterranean 
endemic freshwater fish 

Spain, Israel, Italy, Turkey

Bosnia Herzegovina, Croatia, Greece, Albania, Israel/Syria
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Threatened Species Richness of the 
Mediterranean endemic freshwater fish 
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Major threats to Med. endemic 
freshwater fish

88 81 68 Dam construction 

111 89 65 Invasive alien species 
(affecting the species) 

180 112 41 Drought 

141 137 137 Limited dispersal 

143 140 139 Restricted range 

183 160 115 Water extraction/scarcity 

197 178 141 Pollution (affecting habitat 
or species) 

As a
future threat

As a present 
threat

As a past
threat

No. species effected by the threatThreat category 
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Status of species in the Med

• Amphibians
106 sp. assessed, 64% endemic, 25% endangered, 
1 specie extinct

• Endemic fresh water fish 
• 249 sp. assessed, 100% endemic, 56% endangered, 8 

species extinct

• Reptiles
355 sp. assessed, 48% endemic, 13% endangered, 1 specie 
extinct

• Cetaceans
12 taxa assessed, 60% endangered

• Sharks and rays
71 sp. assessed, 42% endangered, 26% Insufficient Data
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Provision and regulating service:  Water

The water poorThe water poor

2845183.815711Syria

112410.24740Lebanon

1062446.328238Morocco

930995.562655Egypt

4772381.729950Algeria

434155.49457Tunisia

14888.94740Jordan

Water p/p/m3/yrArea 
(000)

Population 
(000)

Country
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Indice d’exploitation des ressources renouvelables, 2000 et 2025

Fuente: Plan Bleu, J. Margat�30 million of citizens have no access to potable water

� Agriculture, main user (63 % of water demand)

� In some countries consumption overpasses renovation limits

Water extraction



CIRCE, Stakeholder meeting, Paris,  18 - 19 October 2007 IUCN-Med

Expected water demand 2025

15.4%332.4Total

18.8%118.3South

69%80.2East

9.5%133.9North

0%33.1Energy

30%39.3Industry

15%212.1Irrigation

10%47.5Potable water

Fuente: Plan Azul
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Mediterranean population in millions

524427285Total Med

327234116South and East

197193169North

202520001970

42.5

40

2.5

2000-2025

%
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Sea Level Rise
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The future of the Mediterranean?
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Adaptation
�Valuation of ecosystem services

�Assessing and mapping the 
vulnerability of protected areas 

�Identifying and addressing species 
at greatest risk

�Getting prepared for natural 
disasters- increase resilience by 
restoration

�Improving coral reef resilience to 
climate change

�Promoting food security through 
sound ecosystem management



CIRCE, Stakeholder meeting, Paris,  18 - 19 October 2007 IUCN-Med

Mitigation
�Reducing green house gas 
emissions

�Forest management and 
reforestation?

�What are the impacts of new 
alternative energies? Which 
should be supported? How 
much is too much from the 
ecosystem perspective?

�Consumption 
patterns/legislation?
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IUCN CENTRE FOR MEDITERRANEAN 
COOPERATION

Margarita Astrálaga
Parque Tecnologico de Andalucia

C. Marie Curie 35
29590 Malaga

Spain
Tel. +34 952028430

E-mail: margarita.astralaga@iucn.org

www.uicnmed.org


