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Looking for post-modern urban sustainability 

Cities at the crossroads between economic transformation and climate challenges


Diana Reckien*
Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK)
Session 1:  “Why cities adaptation and mitigation issues are not yet combined but needed?” 
A lot has been talked in the scientific world about the sensible integration of adaptation measures to climate change and mitigation aspects, whereas it seems rather difficult to do so in real-word planning and politics. This is due to various factors including, e.g., different responsibilities and actors of change, different timescales, lack of knowledge, reluctance of change etc. 
In this session, Diana Reckien will first draw on some contributing factors that might hinder an integration of adaptation and mitigation to then go on in presenting exemplary findings of potential planning measures for successful mitigation of climate change with respect to personal transport as well as a methodological approach to adaptation in the transport sector. While these examples are merely singular drawn, she will finish with some general reflections on how to combine adaptation and mitigation and conclude with further research needs.

Discutant: Stéphane Hallegatte (Météo France, CIRED)
Moderator: Benoit Lefèvre (IDDRI)
Session 2: “Shrinking cities: status, problems and path dependencies of shrinkage and sprawl in two European regions (Eastern Germany and England)”
While cities in the developing countries are growing in numbers, spatial size, and population, substantial numbers of cities in the West are shrinking, especially in formerly industrialized regions. Almost every European country has a "rustbelt" coping with accompanied, second-order changes while undergoing an economic transformation away from manufacturing. 
In that second session, Diana Reckien will reflect on potential causes for continued shrinkage by uprooting important mismatches in the cities' functions and needs. One of these mismatches is sprawl, which seems often to be accompanied with a general decrease in population. Looking at two particular examples, the regions of Leipzig in Eastern Germany and Liverpool in England, similarities in the city development are used as reason to test this hypothesis to their shrinkage identity. A questionnaire survey revealed the causes and consequences of sprawl for recently been moving households. They are presented and combined with reflections on path dependencies to the industrial times as well as on their different political history. A qualitative modelling exercise allows insights into potentially successful planning means towards more sustainability and lower rates of sprawl; it is used as scenario tool for urban development. Conclusions are drawn with respect to the possibilities to overcome path dependency and functional mismatches.

Discutant: Vincent Renard (IDDRI and CNRS)
Moderator: Benoit Lefèvre (IDDRI)
* Since 2000, Diana Reckien is working at the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK) where she conducted her Diploma and the Doctoral Thesis. She was contributing to research projects engaged with the vulnerability of coastal zones in Europe (DYNAS-COAST), the impacts of urban sprawl on sustainability in selected European urban regions (URBS PANDENS), adaptation and mitigation to inform climate change policy in Europe (ADAM) as well as with sustainability of urban areas in a developing context (Sustainable Hyderabad, India). In her PhD she undertook studies in two case study areas (Liverpool and Leipzig) assessing the urban development, most notably the causes and consequences of urban sprawl in these old-industrial areas, further investigating possible planning answers to resulting problems, e.g. with qualitative modelling. Her background covers the geography of urban studies, urban planning and the interactions of urbanity and climate change. She started studying at the University of Greifswald with a focus on the geography of tourism, changing to the University of Utrecht and continuing at the Technical University of Dresden, having included studies of GIS, Economics, Sociology and Ecology. Her interest for Climate Change was evoked during the work in a planning department in Bassetlaw/UK where she was responsible for a study to the impacts of climate change on the region. She is now project leader in the research network “Sustainable Hyderabad/India” striving for urban sustainability in a developing context, where she concentrates on the integration of possible adaptation efforts resulting from climate change impacts and mitigation options in her post-Doc research.
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