. Mercredi 12 mars 2008
W Conférence de 14h45 a 16h45

a Sciences Po, Amphithéatre Erignac
13, rue de I'Université - 75007 Paris

Conférence de Roberto Smeraldi *

e Intervenant: Roberto Smeraldi, Directeur des Amis de la Terre (Amazonie, Brésil)

e Discutants: Brice Lalonde (Ambassadeur chargé des négociations sur le changement
climatique) et Jean-Francois Tourrand, directeur adjoint du GIP INRA-CIRAD IFRAI
(Initiative francaise pour la recherche agronomique internationale)

e Modérateur : Stéphane Guéneau (lddri)

En Amazonie brésilienne, le rythme de déforestation a fortement progressé au cours des derniers mois. Selon les
premieres estimations de I'Institut national brésilien pour la recherche spatiale (INPE), la perte nette de foréts
tropicales atteindrait 3200 km2 entre les mois d'ao(t et décembre 2007, mais I'étude définitive des données
pourrait révéler une perte deux fois plus élevée, soit des niveaux de déforestation jamais atteints sur cette période
de l'année. Cette situation est particulierement préoccupante, dans la mesure ou le gouvernement brésilien a
engagé une série de mesures politiques qui, selon lui, auraient conduit au ralentissement de la déforestation au
cours de ces derniéres années. En outre, ce méme gouvernement s'est fortement investit dans les négociations sur
la réduction des émissions de gaz a effet de serre dues a la déforestation qui se sont déroulées a Bali en décembre.
Dans un contexte ou la conversion des foréts en paturages et en terres agricoles liée a la pression des marchés
mondiaux agricoles, agroalimentaires et agroénergétique semble de plus en plus forte, il convient d’identifier les
déterminants récents de l'expansion de I'élevage en Amazonie, activité jugée comme la principale cause de
déforestation de la forét tropicale amazonienne.

The Cattle Realm: A new phase in the livestock colonization of
Brazilian Amazonia

Sugarcane expansion, resurgence of soybean prices and the corn explosion were among the most controversial
themes last years in Brazil, reflecting domestic and external trends. The advance of the agricultural frontiers into
forests, particularly in the Amazon, stimulated international discussion, especially in the light of climate change
negotiations. But in reality, whatever other factors may be involved in the transformation and displacement of
agricultural activities, land use change in the Amazon is first and foremost a product of ranching. It is on the hooves
and cattle, out on the forest fringe, where the repercussions of investments and alterations in food or energy
consumption are felt. The principal indirect impacts around large infrastructure investments are also generally
associated with cattle expansion. Ranching in the Amazon spread at an unprecedented rate over the past five years,
and now requires additional and undivided attention on the part of government authorities, the market chain,
financial institutions, scientist and civil society organisations. Today, Brazil still underestimates or is simply
unaware of the dimension and dynamics of this phenomenon.

Report available at http://www.amazonia.org.br/arquivos/259673.pdf

* Roberto Smeraldi, 47, is founder and director, since 1989, of Amigos da Terra - Brazilian Amazonia, a leading Brazilian NGO. As
journalist and author, he published essays and books on environment, development, sustainable enterprises, the Amazon,
forestry, travel and culinary arts, as well as founded the website www.amazonia.org.br. He regularly writes opinion editorials on
mainstream newspapers. In Brazil, he is currently member of the National Commission on Social Determinants of Health

(since 2006) and of the Brazilian Forum on Climate Change (since 2000), both appointed by the President of the Republic. He is
also member of the Council for Best Practices at ABN Amro bank. He currently serves on the boards of "The Forest Dialogue™ at
Yale's University (since 2005) and of the Global Roundtable for Sustainable Biofuels (since 2007). He chaired the International
NGO Steering Committee for the UN Conference on Environment and Development (1989-92). From 1996 to 2004, he served

as member and Chair of the International Advisory Group to the G-7 Pilot Program for Brazilian Rainforests. He acted as senior
advisor to various UN agencies, the World Bank and the President of the Republic of Brazil. In 2000, he was awarded with the
Henry Ford Prize for Environmental Conservation.
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