[image: image1.jpg]IDD











[image: image2.png]The German Marshall Fund
G M F of the United States

STRENGTHENING TRANSATIANTIC COOPERATION





The Paris Office of the German Marshall Fund and the Institute for Sustainable Development and International Relations (IDDRI) are pleased to invite you to attend the seminar: 
« Fixing a Critical Climate Accounting Error »
By Tim Searchinger*

Discussant: Romain Pirard** (IDDRI)

Moderator: Paul Taylor*** (European Policy Columnist, Reuters News - 
to be confirmed) 
Thursday, November 12th, 2009 –  from 5.00 p.m to 7.00 p.m 
Conference Room Jean Monnet, Sciences Po, 56 rue Jacob, 75007 Paris
A just-published article in Science reveals that the current greenhouse gas accounting system under the Kyoto Protocol, Europe’s ETS, and the climate bill passed by the U.S. House of Representatives contains a significant, but fixable, error that will severely undermine GHG reduction goals. In this pioneering study, a group of prominent scientists and land use experts have concluded that bioenergy is erroneously treated as carbon neutral, regardless of the source of biomass and the actual net emissions, which creates perverse incentives for deforestation. A recent U.S. Department of Energy study estimated that a global CO2 target of 450 ppm under this accounting would cause bioenergy crops to expand to displace virtually all the world’s natural forests and savannahs by 2065. 

The Paris Office of the German Marshall Fund of the US and the IDDRI cordially invite you to attend a presentation by Tim Searchinger, lead author of this article, Transatlantic Fellow at the German Marshall Fund and research scholar at Princeton University. 
* Tim Searchinger’s work focuses on the land use effects of biofuels production as well as strategies for reducing greenhouse gas emissions from agriculture while boosting food production. Before joining the German Marshall Fund, Timothy D. Searchinger was co-director of the Center for Conservation Incentives at Environmental Defense, where he supervised work on agricultural incentive programs.  He is a graduate, summa cum laude, of Amherst College and holds a J.D. from Yale Law School where he was Senior Editor of the Yale Law Journal. Prior to working for Environmental Defense, he served as a law clerk to Judge Edward R. Becker of the United States Court of Appeals and as Deputy General Counsel to Governor Robert P. Casey of Pennsylvania. During the last Farm Bill, Searchinger coordinated the "carrot coalition" of environmental and other groups working to influence farm policy.  He is the author of many articles on wetland protection, takings, agriculture and flood policy. He first proposed what has now become the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program to USDA and worked closely with state officials to develop programs now authorized to enroll roughly a million acres of buffer lands and wetlands to protect critical rivers and estuaries in Maryland, Minnesota, Illinois, Oregon and North Carolina.

** A specialist in deforestation issues, Romain Pirard has worked for French research centres (CIRAD, CERDI) on forest policies. He has also worked with international organizations (World Bank, IUCN) and joined IDDRI in May 2008.
*** Based in Paris, Paul Taylor is an European Policy Columnist writing about politics, regulation and macroeconomics in the European Union and its neighborhood. He is also correspondent and bureau chief with Reuters for 31 years, mostly in Western Europe and the Middle East. Other previous roles included Diplomatic Editor and European Affairs Editor.
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INSCRIPTION FORM
Please fill in the inscription form and return by fax 01 45 49 76 85 or email to Julie Cohen julie.cohen@iddri.org before the 12th of November 2009.
You can also subscribe online at:
http://www.iddri.org/Activites/Conferences/Fixing-a-Critical-Climate-Accounting-Error/
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to the conference of Tim Searchinger, the 12th November 2009.
Please fill in the inscription form and return
by fax 01 45 49 76 85 or email to Julie Cohen julie.cohen@iddri.org 
before the 10th of November 2009.
