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The U.S. Embassy in Paris and the Institute for Sustainable Development and International Relations (IDDRI) are pleased to invite you to attend the seminar: 
« How the United States Makes Climate Change Policy»

By Jane Leggett *

Monday, February 8th, 2010 –  from 5.00 p.m to 7.00 p.m 

Conference Room Jean Monnet, Sciences Po, 56 rue Jacob, 75007 Paris
Summary 

The structure and dynamics of the United States' government exercise a strong influence on its policies on climate change. The primary level of government is the States, many of which have set up policies and laws to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to begin to adapt to climate change. Regional diversity in views about climate change and mitigation strategies have resulted in a patchwork of policies, however, creating one impetus for the federal government to create a national policy. At the federal level of government, the U.S. Constitution establishes a strong "separation of powers" among the Congress, the Executive Branch, and the Judiciary. There is a general consensus that the Congress should pass legislation designed specifically to address climate change. However, even though one political party (the Democrats) holds a majority in both the House of Representatives and the Senate, differences among regions, sectoral representatives, and parties have prevented building a coalition with sufficient votes to pass a comprehensive climate change law.  The President's powers are limited, but enhanced by a Supreme Court decision that the Clean Air Act provides certain authorities to regulate greenhouse gases from some sources. With other major, divisive issues facing the United States, as well as a "mid-term" election in November, it is uncertain whether and how the federal government will address climate change in 2010.
Discussant: Claude Henry (Sciences Po Paris, Columbia University)
* Jane A. Leggett is a Specialist in Energy and Environmental Policy in the Resources, Science and Industry Division of the Congressional Research Service (CRS), which serves Members of Congress and their staff.  She coordinates CRS expertise on climate change, and leads responses on climate change science, federal funding, international cooperation and other topics, including China’s policies and performance.  For more than 15 years, Leggett led work on climate change mitigation and risk analysis at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and collaborated in many inter-agency initiatives. She shared in the  2007 Nobel Peace Prize, in part for being convening lead author of the widely-used 1992 greenhouse gas scenarios to 2100, produced for the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. At EPA, she represented the U.S. Government on climate change in many fora, including the United Nations climate change negotiations, bi-laterally with key countries, and the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development.  Prior to working at the Environmental Protection Agency, she was an administrator, covering the nexus between environmental and energy issues, at the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development in Paris.  She has also served for brief periods in the Department of Energy, and in the Office of Management and Budget. Leggett has a Masters degree in City and Regional Planning from Harvard University, and a B.A. from Middlebury College.
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to the conference of Jane Leggett, the 8th February 2010.
Please fill in the registration form and return
by fax 01 45 49 76 85 or email to Julie Cohen julie.cohen@iddri.org 
before the 6th of February 2010.
