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The Institute for Sustainable Development and International Relations (IDDRI), the Center for the Americas at Sciences Po and Columbia-Paris Alliance Program are pleased to invite you to attend the seminar: 
“The effects of social context on environmental decisions”

By David Krantz, Columbia University *

Moderated by Claude Henry ** (Professor at Sciences Po and Columbia)

Friday, June 4th, 2010 –  from 5.00 p.m to 7.00 p.m
Conference Room H003, Sciences Po, 28 rue des Saints-Pères, 75007 Paris
(Metro : Saint-Germain des Près)
Summary 

The Center for Research on Environmental Decisions (CRED) was created six years ago, based on the idea that environmental choices (such as design or selection of plans to deal with global climate change) are made by groups and also by individuals acting in a social context. Our laboratory and field research have identified four important effects of social context on decision making, which can help to guide effective communication of scientific information.

First, social contexts generate or activate social and environmental goals. Social goals relevant to environmental choices include: adherence to group norms or standards, considering the good of others (including future generations), and fulfillment of obligations that arise from social status or from specific social roles. Second, the achievement of environmental goals requires coordination; social context leads to expectations about others’ choices, and thus determines whether and how coordination is possible. Third, understanding of scientific and economic principles, and the confidence to act on the basis of such understanding can be enhanced by participatory group discussion. Fourth, when there is a good fit between the goals and the strategies for achieving them, acting in group settings increases the energy devoted to goal pursuit.

These findings, together with analyses of how decision architecture affects the operation of heuristics for choice, have led us to formulate guidelines for communication about climate change and to ideas for improved participatory decision processes. The structure of the underlying theory of decision making also suggests changes in economic analysis of policy options. The findings are thus directly relevant to sustainable development and local adaptation to climate change; however, the path toward drastic global reduction of greenhouse gas emissions remains far from clear. 

* David H. Krantz graduated from Yale University (Mathematics) and received his Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania (1964, Psychology). He taught at the University of Michigan, 1964-80, eventually leading their program in Experimental Psychology. In 1970-71 he held a Guggenheim Fellowship and was Fellow at the Center for Advanced Studies in the Behavioral Sciences. He was a Member of the Technical Staff of Bell Laboratories, 1980-85, and for a time led their Human Information Processing Research Department. He joined the Columbia faculty in 1985, where he helped to rebuild the Statistics Department, 1990-1998. He is currently Professor of Psychology and Statistics. He has been active in a number of roles in the Earth Institute at Columbia over the past 10 years. He is a founding Director of Columbia's Center for the Decision Sciences and the Center for Research on Environmental Decisions (CRED). David Krantz has worked in several different research fields, including measurement theory, color perception and the use of statistical concepts in everyday reasoning. His current research focuses on problem solving, especially decision making, multiple goals, risky and inter-temporal choice, and especially on social goals. Recent publications include “Goals and plans in decision-making” (with Howard Kunreuther) in Judgment and Decision Making, and “Individual Values and Social Goals in Environmental Decision Making” (with several CRED co-authors), in Decision Modeling and Behavior in Uncertain and Complex Environments.
** Claude Henry is a physicist (quantum mechanics) turned economist. He has taught public economics and environment economics at École Polytechnique in Paris and at Lausanne University; he has written articles and books on these subjects. He is a professor on innovation and sustainable development at Sciences-Po Paris and an Adjunct Professor of International and Public Affairs at Columbia University. From 1997 to 2002, he was an adviser to the Prime Minister of France on matters pertaining to public utilities and environmental policies; he is currently an adviser to the Director of the European Environmental Agency.
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the conference of David Krantz, the 4th of June 2010.
Please fill in the registration form and return
by fax 01 45 49 76 85 or email to Julie Cohen julie.cohen@iddri.org 
before the 2nd of June 2010.

