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Chaire Développement durable 
Ecole polytechnique - EDF


Séminaire Développement durable et économie de l’environnement
Le développement durable n’a de sens que s’il répond aussi aux besoins des plus pauvres. Jeffrey D. Sachs estimait en 2007 dans une tribune onusienne que « le développement durable est un défi urgent et une question de vie ou de mort pour les plus pauvres, et le manque de progrès parmi les populations à croissance rapide des pays les plus pauvres ne fera qu'augmenter l'insécurité dans le reste du monde ». Parallèlement aux efforts de la communauté internationale qui intervient à travers notamment le soutien de stratégies de lutte contre la pauvreté, une multitude d’initiatives locales émergent, s’appuyant sur des spécificités communautaires et culturelles fortes mais néanmoins avec un potentiel réplicatif. Si certaines innovations comme le micro crédit ont gagné une reconnaissance internationale, d’autres sont moins médiatiques mais tout aussi pertinentes, surtout quand elles remettent en cause ou questionnent des outils traditionnellement acceptés. Runa Khan, fondatrice de l’association Frienship nous propose, après plusieurs années de pratique et de succès importants, de nous faire partager son expérience qu’elle s’efforce de théoriser afin de mieux la diffuser.
Runa Khan*
Executive Director of Friendship, Bangladesh
Implementing and financing Sustainable Development:  

A grassroots experience
Mardi 14 octobre 2008, de 17h00 à 19h00 

à Sciences Po –  salle Jean Monet – 56, rue Jacob–  75006 Paris 
(M° Saint-Germain-des-Près)
Résumé

In a country having extremely limited and weak administrative powers, combined with an extreme level of corruption, even humanitarian activities and programs have to find practical ways. In a competitive mindset, the danger is strong to forget the targeted people, goals and programs. To keep to its track, humanitarian activities had to face as many challenges as any commercial company. In the case of Friendship, the challenge was not to grow big and powerful, but to keep alive the foundation principles and values of the beginning, focusing on the vision, so as not to loose sight of the very ideals and charisma that made us enter the arena. The challenges Friendship faced came from many sides, including preconceived notions of the use of sustainable development tools and systems, which are promoted as the panacea for all ills.

Friendship realized that like products, charitable organizations could and were being oversold by media, professional marketing bodies and often large benefactors. 
Friendship proceeded to base his work on being true and developing effective models, for short and long term impact; incorporated existing social, environmental, geographical structures and innovated new ways of reaching his goals.  Each project have his own very specific agenda and Friendship set a few practical, effective paradigms mostly of ethical dos and don’ts and not had mixed targets for our projects.

Frienship goal was to become so effective at the base level that our actions and systems could become examples to be replicated, even if by questioning some accepted and recognized tool as microfinance.
Base on Friendship experience, Runa Khan will present her views on the tools for financing sustainable development at the grassroots level and alternative at the microcredit. 

* Runa Khan was educated in Bangladesh, Pakistan and India. In 1982 she started to teach children with learning disability. Finding positive results with her teaching methods, she expanded her program to a methodology and was assigned by University Press, to publish educational books for children, on Geography and History. Presently her books are amongst the best sold English children’s books in the country. In 1992 she joined the family business of printing and publication (the oldest printing House of Bangladesh, Eden Press) in charge of Management and Administration. In 1995 she was on the board of teachers assigned by UNICEF to teach Governmental School Teachers, in rural Bangladesh. In 1995, she founded TRL (Technologies and Realtors Limited), a Security cum Service Company and was the only woman in Bangladesh managing 140 guards including ex-army officers. Since 2002 , Runa Khan is the Executive Director of the NGO, “Friendship” which is involved in development programs to fight extreme poverty in the country. 
She has received many awards for her achievements, including Runner Up – National Award for Educational Books (1990), the “Ashoka Fellowship” for innovative teaching methodology (1994), Women Entrepreneurship Award by Arthokonto (2003), Rolex Awards for Entrepreneurship (2006), Media Award Bangladesh, for contribution to Development (2007) and the IDB award for contribution to Women in development in 2008.
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BULLETIN D’INSCRIPTION

Merci de bien vouloir confirmer votre participation en vous inscrivant grâce au lien ci-après avant le 10 octobre 2008 :
http://www.iddri.org/Activites/Seminaires-reguliers/Seminaire-Developpement-durable-et-economie-de-l'environnement/Implementing-and-financing-Sustainable-Development-A-grassroots-experience  
Ou en complétant le formulaire ci-dessous

Monsieur ou Madame : .............................................

Institution :

Fonction : 

Adresse :

Téléphone : 




Télécopie :





Courriel :

A défaut :

q assistera
q n’assistera pas 



à la conférence de Runa Khan, le mardi 14 octobre 2008.
Merci de renvoyer ce bulletin réponse à Julie Cohen 
par télécopie au 01 45 49 76 85 ou par courriel à julie.cohen@sciences-po.fr
avant le 10 octobre 2008.
Merci de confirmer votre présence, au plus tard le 10 octobre 2008, à Julie Cohen julie.cohen@sciences-po.fr  ou par télécopie (01 45 49 76 85) avec le bulletin ci-joint.

Iddri

Secrétariat de la chaire :

27 rue St Guillaume - 75 007 Paris

Chantal Poujouly - poujouly@poly.potytechnique.fr 

Tel : 01 45 49 76 60 

Laboratoire d’économétrie de l’Ecole polytechnique

Fax : 01 45 49 76 85

1, rue Descartes - 75005 Paris


