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Séminaire Développement durable et économie de l’environnement
On peut adopter, parfois dans la panique ou sous pression populiste, des politiques de sécurité énergétique plus dommageables qu'utiles, par exemple si on fore n'importe où n'importe comment, ou si on se place dans une dépendance trop forte vis-à-vis d'un fournisseur dominant. Mais, la sécurité énergétique peut au contraire être un moteur puissant de politiques ayant d'autres avantages intrinsèques, comme la promotion de sources d'énergie peu émettrices de CO2 ou les efforts d'économie d'énergie. C'est dans cet esprit que l'intervenant de cette session abordera le problème, avec une attention particulière pour ses dimensions internationales.

Sascha Müller-Kraenner *
The Nature Conservancy, European representative
Energy Security and Climate Change:  

A synthesis of the current debates
Mardi 18 novembre 2008, de 17h00 à 19h00 

à Sciences Po –  Salle de Conférences de l’Hôtel d’York (CERI)
56, rue Jacob–  75006 Paris 
(M° Saint-Germain-des-Près)
Résumé

What is energy security? The European Commission sees it as access to inexpensive, reliable and environmentally friendly energy. It is not difficult to agree with such a general definition, but the devil, as always, is in the detail. What exactly defines reliable energy supplies? What price, financial or political, should be paid? And how can we be sure that, in accessing sources of energy, due attention has been paid to the environment, to human rights and to upholding democracy and transparency? These are the issues at the heart of the current political debate: What is the best way to achieve greater energy security?

The energy issue also illustrates how much foreign policy has changed in the 21st century. In the quest for oil, money and power, there seems to be no more room for such noble ideals as international law and the finely chiselled body of international diplomacy. The battle for remaining resources is being fought very hard. Securing energy is hard-core realpolitik for each individual country. Alliances are forged, not with partners to whom nations are sympathetic, but rather with those they need.

There are still many voids to fill in any framework of international agreements and institutions regulating the area of international energy policy. A new global environmental organisation and an agency promoting the advancement of renewable energies could replace established institutions such as the International Energy Agency. What form would a global energy policy take if it were based, not upon who wields the greatest power, but upon the rule of law? How can rapidly depleting resources be managed to the advantage of all, and therefore conflicts averted? How can we avoid irreparable damage to the last areas of untouched natural beauty, all in the name of accessing valuable resources? And, finally, how do we arrive at an international energy policy which not only provides safe, economical energy, but also addresses the all-important issue of climate change?

* Sascha Müller-Kraenner is Senior Policy Adviser and the European representative to The Nature Conservancy, a leading international conservation organisation with over one million members and supporters as well as programmes in over 30 countries. 

He is also one of the founders of and a senior adviser to Ecologic Institute, a non-profit applied environmental policy research institute with offices in Berlin, Vienna, Brussels and Washington DC. He teaches as a guest lecturer on International Energy and Climate Policy at the Hertie School of Governance in Berlin. 

Sascha Müller-Kraenner served as the Heinrich Böll Foundation’s Director for Europe and North America, as well as head of the Foundation’s program on foreign and security policy (2003-2006) and as Director of the Foundation’s office in Washington DC (1998 - 2002). He serves on the Advisory Board of the Humboldt Institution on Transatlantic Issues, he is a Member of the Working Group on Global Issues of the German Council on Foreign Relations, the German Society for the United Nations, Birdlife Germany, as well as of the Indo-German Forum on International Environmental Governance. He is also an Associate Fellow of the European Council on Foreign Relations.

Sascha Müller-Kraenner has published extensively on international relations, European integration and environmental diplomacy and the United Nation’s climate change treaty. His latest book on “Energy Security” was published in October 2008 by Earthscan (London; Sterling VA)
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Merci de bien vouloir confirmer votre participation en vous inscrivant grâce au lien ci-après avant le 14 novembre 2008 :
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à la conférence de Sascha Müller-Kraenner, le mardi 18 novembre 2008.
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