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Chaire Développement durable 
Ecole polytechnique - EDF


Séminaire Développement durable et économie de l’environnement
Biodiversity reflects the number, variety and variability of living organisms. It includes diversity within species, between species, and among ecosystems, and covers how this diversity changes from one location to another and over time. Biodiversity includes all organisms, from microscopic bacteria to more complex plants and animals.
Biodiversity loss has negative effects on several aspects of human life, such as food security, vulnerability to natural disasters, energy security, and access to clean water and raw materials. This reality is captured by the concept of ecosystem services – the benefits people obtain from ecosystems (nutrients and water cycling, soil formation and retention, resistance against invasive species, pollination of plants, regulation of climate, pest and pollution control...).
Nevertheless, the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment shows that virtually all ecosystems have been dramatically transformed through human actions and that many of them continue to be converted. This leads to irreversible losses of biodiversity, which have been more rapid in the past 50 years than ever before in human history and show no sign of slowing down.
Georgina Mace *
Imperial College London
Biodiversity, Ecosystems and Human wellbeing 

Mardi 9 décembre 2008, de 17h00 à 19h00 

à Sciences Po –  salle Goguel – 56, rue des Saints-Pères - 75007 Paris 
(M° Saint-Germain-des-Près)
Résumé

Recent developments arising form the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment have highlighted the role that environmental management, including the preservation of biodiversity can play in human wellbeing. 

Professor Mace will begin by reviewing ways that we can measure and track changes in biodiversity and then ask how useful these measures are for environmental assessments related to human wellbeing. There are emerging conceptual frameworks to link biodiversity to the benefits to people that flow from healthy ecosystems. However they are complicated by many interactions and feedbacks and by the different relationships across spatial and temporal scales.

She will outline some new approaches to these linkages and consider ways that they can be implemented at local to global scales. This analysis reveals many significant findings for both research and policy which should form the basis of new, interdisciplinary work in the area. 

* Professor Georgina Mace is Director of the National Environment Research Council Centre for population biology at Imperial College London. Prior to joining Imperial College Professor Mace was Director of Science at the Zoological Society of London. She is a Fellow of the Royal Society, a past Council member, and current editor of one of the Royal Society journals. She is also President of the Society for Conservation Biology, a member of the Steering Committee for the IUCN Species Survival Commission, Vice Chair of the Scientific Committee of Diversitas, an international science programme, and was winner of the International Cosmos prize for work in biodiversity conservation. She has given numerous seminars and scientific talks at universities both nationally and internationally. During 2001-2005 she coordinated the chapter on biodiversity for the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment. Professor Mace was awarded the CBE in 2007 for services to environmental science.
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BULLETIN D’INSCRIPTION

Merci de bien vouloir confirmer votre participation en vous inscrivant grâce au lien ci-après avant le 5 décembre 2008. 
http://www.iddri.org/Activites/Seminaires-reguliers/Seminaire-Developpement-durable-et-economie-de-l'environnement/Biodiversity,Ecosystems-and-Human-wellbeing
Ou en complétant le formulaire ci-dessous

Monsieur ou Madame : .............................................

Institution :

Fonction : 

Adresse :

Téléphone : 




Télécopie :





Courriel :

A défaut :

q assistera
q n’assistera pas 



à la conférence de Georgiona Mace, le mardi 9 décembre 2008.
Merci de renvoyer ce bulletin réponse à Julie Cohen 
par télécopie au 01 45 49 76 85 ou par courriel à julie.cohen@iddri.org
avant le 5 décembre 2008.
Merci de confirmer votre présence, au plus tard le 5 décembre 2008, à Julie Cohen julie.cohen@iddri.org  ou par télécopie : 01 45 49 76 85 avec le bulletin ci-joint.
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Secrétariat de la chaire :

27 rue St Guillaume - 75 007 Paris

Chantal Poujouly - poujouly@poly.potytechnique.fr 

Tel : 01 45 49 76 60 
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