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Chaire Développement durable 
Ecole polytechnique - EDF


Séminaire Développement durable et économie de l’environnement
Depuis quelques mois, l’Arctique est devenu le centre de nombreuses  convoitises. L’accélération de la fonte des glaces laisse en effet entrevoir de nouvelles formes d’exploitation des espaces et ressources de la région. Dès lors, l’instauration de règles de gouvernance apparaît particulièrement nécessaire afin de rendre compatibles les multiples intérêts en présence.
Jessica Shadian (Bodø Graduate School for Business and Governance)* and Emma Wilson (International Institute for Environment and Development) **

The rise of the Arctic: Resource periphery to geopolitical battleground
Mardi 21 avril 2009, de 17h00 à 19h00 

à Sciences Po –  salle Goguel – 56, rue des Saints-Pères - 75007 Paris 
(M° Saint-Germain-des-Prés)
Résumé

On August 2, 2007 Russia’s most famous Arctic explorer, Artur Chilingarov planted a flag below the North Pole.  In response media, political pundits, academics and NGOs embarked on a new debate over the future relevance and political role of the Arctic. Front page news stories exclaimed that the North may be heading towards new Cold War fight for power, yet this time around over physical territory and resources rather than ideology. These debates were, however, part of an ongoing and broader international discussion regarding the scientific evidence and reality of global climatic changes taking place in the Arctic.  

For much of the world climate change is viewed as one of the world’s leading challenges. Yet, for the Arctic melting ice is perceived simultaneously as a global environmental crisis and a newfound wealth of opportunities.  Climatic changes are challenging the resilience of the health, livelihoods and physical living conditions of many Arctic communities.  Yet, ironically and to an almost unrestrained excitement for some actors these climatic changes are also creating opportunities that extend from the possibility of new international shipping routes and access to hydrocarbon resources to increased tourism and funding for Arctic research. These juxtapositions are coupled by mounting regional and international indigenous political agency. This agency includes in many cases indigenous rights to resources and the growing legitimacy of Arctic indigenous traditional scientific knowledge. These challenges and potential opportunities are neither obvious or without a growing debate over how to sustainably govern and manage the Arctic and are creating a geostrategic shift of the role of the Arctic in global politics. 
Jessica Shadian will introduce this session with the presentation of the major issues, debates and themes regarding the future course of Arctic governance. 
Emma Wilson will focus on corporate approaches to conflict resolution in the oil and gas industry, with the case study example of the dialogue process between Sakhalin Energy Investment Company and representatives of the indigenous Nivkh fishing communities of north-eastern Sakhalin.

* Jessica Shadian is a Senior Research Fellow at the High North Center for Business and Governance at the Bodø Graduate School for Business and Governance in Bodø, Norway. Shadian completed a Ph.D. in Global Governance from the University of Delaware, USA where she completed her dissertation investigating the implications of indigenous autonomy on Westphalian conceptions of sovereignty and Arctic governance as manifest in the work of the Inuit Circumpolar Council. Dr. Shadian’s current research explores the emerging political changes in the Arctic including the historical, legal and political issues of industrial development and sustainable resource management with a view towards understanding and mitigating relations between policy makers, private industry and local communities. Her forthcoming (June 2009) publication (as co-editor) is entitled: Legacies and Change in Polar Science: Historical, Legal and Political Reflections on the International Polar Year by Ashgate Press.

** Emma Wilson, PhD. is a senior researcher at the International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED) in London. She has a particular focus on energy and the extractive industries; community development; and company-community relations. Since joining IIED in 2006, Emma has worked on projects related to management of oil and gas contracting chains (Russian Arctic); building civil society capacity to respond to oil and gas developments (Ghana, Kazakhstan); the role of oil and gas companies in facilitating ‘access to energy’ locally (Nigeria); business and conflict resolution; and models for decentralised, community-based energy service delivery. Prior to joining IIED, Emma worked as an environmental activist, PhD researcher and consultant to Shell on Sakhalin Island in the Russian Far East. Emma completed her PhD (2002) at the Scott Polar Research Institute, Cambridge University, on the theme of local involvement in decision-making relating to natural resource management (Sakhalin Island case study). Emma has also worked as a consultant to Shell in Qatar, and with conservation organisations in Russia and other Former Soviet Union countries.
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