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Séminaire Développement durable et économie de l’environnement
Alors que se multiplient les études sur les possibles déplacements de population que provoquerait le changement climatique, rares sont les études empiriques qui se sont attachées à décrire la relation entre dégradations de l’environnement et flux migratoires. Jill Jäger a été la Directrice scientifique du projet EACH-FOR, première recherche empirique d’envergure qui se penche sur cette relation, à partir de 23 études de cas analysées dans une perspective comparative.

Jill Jäger (SERI, Sustainable Europe Research Institute)* 
Environmental Change and Forced Migration

Mardi 12 mai 2009, de 17h00 à 19h00 

à Sciences Po –  salle Jean Monnet – 56, rue Jacob - 75006 Paris 
(M° Saint-Germain-des-Prés)
Résumé

Estimates of future numbers of migrants as a result of climate change suggest that there will be large flows of people in the future. Are these estimates realistic? And if they are, what are the possible response options?

Jill Jäger will provide some answers to these two questions using results from the EU-funded research project EACH-FOR (Environmental Change and Forced Migration Scenarios), which was completed very recently (www.each-for.eu). The project had two central aims: (1) to explore and describe the causes of forced migration in relation to environmental change; and (2) provide plausible future scenarios of environmentally-induced forced migration. In addition to fieldwork or desk studies in 23 case study areas, the project took some initial steps in scenario development and analysis. 

Many earlier studies point to the complex relationships between migration and environment and the many other social, economic and political factors that play a role in decisions to migrate within a country and across borders. This is confirmed by the results of the EACH-FOR project. In addition, some of the key findings were:

· Climate change is not the only potential trigger for migration -  the environmental problems faced by migrants, potential migrants and non-migrants in the case study areas are manifold;

· Migration is a traditional coping mechanism but in some areas these traditional patterns have changed in recent decades;

· Migration occurs when livelihoods cannot be maintained, especially when agriculture or herding is severely affected by environmental degradation or extreme events;

· People who want to leave their villages/regions/country can only do so if they have the necessary financial means and access to networks that support migration; 
· In some cases there are no “winners” - both those who migrate and those who stay – are losers;
· The study of forced displacement as a result of dam construction provides valuable lessons regarding the resettlement process, in particular the need for participatory processes with significant support and information for those being resettled. 
These findings lead to a set of recommendations, many of them strongly linked to the principles of sustainable development: protection of natural resources; investment in reducing vulnerability; providing viable job opportunities; mitigation of environmental change; education, awareness raising and training; and widespread introduction of processes of dialogue. Last but not least there are clear needs for further research that arise from this work.

* Dr. Jill Jäger received her B.Sc. degree in environmental sciences from the University of East Anglia (UK) in 1971 and was awarded her Ph.D. in geography (climatology) by the University of Colorado (USA) in 1974. 

She has worked as a consultant on energy, environment, and climate for numerous national and international organizations and has an extensive publication record. In September 1994, she joined the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA, Laxenburg) as Deputy Director for Programs, where she was responsible for the implementation and coordination of the research program. From October 1996 till May 1998 she was Deputy Director of IIASA. From April 1999 till October 2002, Dr. Jäger was Executive Director of the International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change (IHDP:  www. ihdp.org). From December 2004 until May 2008, she was a senior researcher at the Sustainable Europe Research Institute (www.seri.at) in Vienna, Austria. 

In 2001,  Jill Jäger was one of the co-editors of two volumes on “Learning to Manage Global Environmental Risks”, which presented the results of a multi-year, international endeavour to understand social learning processes in the area of global  environmental change (www.ksg.harvard.edu/sl). She co-authored, among others, chapters on issue framing, evaluation and linking knowledge to action. This work, together with a subsequent project on global environmental assessment processes (www.ksg.harvard.edu/gea), led to her participation in the international Initiative on Science and Technology for Sustainability (http://sustainabilityscience.org). From 2005 to March 2008, she was a member of the Core Group of the EU-funded MATISSE (Methods and Tools for Integrated Sustainability Assessment) project (www.matisse-project.net), in which she also led the work package on stakeholder engagement and dissemination.
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