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Séminaire Développement durable et économie de l’environnement
Depuis de nombreuses années, le Dr Norichika Kanie, outre ses travaux de recherche et ses tâches d'enseignant, a assumé des responsabilités d'expert en politique climatique auprès du gouvernement japonais. Ses analyses et propositions n'ont pas eu tout l'impact qu'il aurait souhaité sur la politique du précédent gouvernement libéral-démocrate (centre droit). Mais elles se sont trouvées disponibles pour le nouveau gouvernement démocrate (centre gauche) qui en a intégré l'essentiel dans la position japonaise récemment annoncée en vue de Copenhague, position qui est actuellement la plus ambitieuse en termes de propositions de réduction des gaz à effet de serre.

Norichika Kanie (Tokyo Institute of Technology)* 
Controversies and Approaches on Mid-term Target Setting in Japan: from 8% to 25%
Mardi 27 octobre 2009, de 17h00 à 19h00 

au CEVIPOF –  salle Percheron – 98, rue de l’Université - 75007 Paris 
(M° Solférino)
Abstract

This presentation describes a process of Japan’s mid-term target setting in June 2009, set by the former Prime Minister, Mr. Taro Aso, which is 15% in 2020 from 2005 level (which accounts for 8% from 1990 level), and to evaluate the target itself by using three broad criteria, namely, responsibility, capability, and efficiency. I present that target numbers for individual countries differ with the criteria used, but they also differ even within the same criteria category, due to different ways these conceptual criteria are translated into quantitative calculation formulas. Sometimes this makes a large difference, and this is where political interpretation may intervene. Based on the same data used for the government’s official calculation, we re-evaluated Japan’s mid-term target calculation. We found that the causes of different results are, first, a difference in allocation formula applied under the same allocation principle, and second, a different calculation criterion used under the same allocation formula. From this perspective, the June target was vulnerable, as it considers only one criterion. A dramatic change happened as a result of the change of ruling party from Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) to Democratic Party for the first time in history. The new mid-term GHG emission reduction target announced in September by new Japan’s new Prime Minister, Dr. Yukio Hatoyama, which is 25% in 2020 from 1990 level, is considered as more robust to propose before international negotiation leading to Copenhagen, although means to achieve the new target is not clear as of yet.

* Norichika Kanie is associate professor at the Graduate School of Decision Science and Technology, Tokyo Institute of Technology, Japan, and visiting associate professor of the United Nations University Institute of Advanced Studies. Among others he serves as a scientific steering committee member of the Earth Systems Governance programme of IHDP, and editorial board member of the journal Global Environmental Governance. He is a member of Global Environment Committee, Central Environment Council, Ministry of the Environment, Japan. He received his Ph.D. in Media and Governance from the Keio University.
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