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En collaboration avec HELIO International
Séminaire Développement durable et économie de l’environnement
Jerrold Oppenheim and Theo MacGregor*

Democracy and Energy Regulation

Mercredi 26 septembre 2007, de 17 heures à 19 heures, 

à l’Iddri - 6, rue du Général Clergerie - 75116 Paris 

Summary
Energy touches many facets of life – politics, economics, health, perhaps our very survival. It is therefore vital in a democratic society that energy be governed in a democratic way.

Democratic governance is possible whether energy utilities are investor-owned, municipally-owned, or state-owned. Democratic governance is possible whether the market structure is monopoly or liberalized. The key is democratic regulation. The authors will spell out the five elements required. Democratic regulation can resolve such difficult conflicts as those between short-term and long-term concerns, and between economic and non-economic interests. Environmental sustainability is possible as long as there are democratic governance structures to reconcile the apparent conflict between price and sustainability and to develop long-term mandates for renewables and energy efficiency.

There are many structures that can accomplish democratic regulation. One is Citizens Utility Boards, groups of citizens with a mandated “seat at the table” from which they advocate for citizen interests before an independent democratic regulator.

Jerrold Oppenheim, is an independent consultant and attorney who has advised and represented on consumer, labor, and low-income interests (including to public utilities) for more than 35 years.  A graduate of Harvard College and Boston College Law School, he led utility litigation for Attorneys General in New York and Massachusetts; for Legal Services in Boston, Chicago and New York City; and for the National Consumer Law Center.  He was the founding Director of Renewable Energy Technology Analysis at Pace University Law School and is a member of the Center for Public Utilities Advisory Council, New Mexico State University. Mr. Oppenheim has worked with legislatures and public utility commissions in several states to develop – in both restructured and traditional regulatory settings – consumer and low-income protections; service quality standards; and program funding for efficiency, renewables, and low‑income affordability.  Pioneering examples include negotiated gas and electricity efficiency agreements; a low-income renewables program; arrearage management agreements; and low-income rate plans. Mr. Oppenheim also successfully argued precedent-setting regulatory cases, including requiring need as a basis for construction of a power plant, economics as a standard for utility cost recovery, and reform of operational and long-term capacity planning for regional generation.

Theo MacGregor, founder of MacGregor Energy Consultancy, worked for over ten years in the Electric Power Division of the Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities, the last year as Division Director. She oversaw electric utilities’ energy efficiency efforts, helped develop the rules and regulations by which electric utilities operate in the market and the evolution of energy policies to meet the demands of a changing electric power industry, and developed renewable energy and energy efficiency policies for the State Legislature. She was Staff Co-Chair of the Committee on Energy Resources and the Environment (ERE) of the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC). Ms. MacGregor now provides expert analysis on design of energy efficiency programs, electric industry restructuring, low-income customer issues, and consumer protection. 

Ms. MacGregor and Mr. Oppenheim, partner in Democracy and Regulation, can be reached through their web site, www.DemocracyAndRegulation.com, where additional information is posted.
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à la conférence de Jerrold Oppenheim et Theo MacGregor, le 26 septembre 2007, de 17h00 à 19h00.
Merci de renvoyer ce bulletin réponse à Isabelle Delaporte
par télécopie au 01 53 70 21 45 ou par courriel à isabelle.delaporte@iddri.org
avant le 22 septembre.
Merci de confirmer votre présence, au plus tard le 22 septembre, à Isabelle Delaporte 

(iddri@iddri.org ou par télécopie : 01 53 70 21 45) avec le bulletin ci-joint.

Iddri

Secrétariat de la chaire :

6, rue du Général Clergerie - 75116 Paris

Chantal Poujouly - poujouly@poly.potytechnique.fr 
Tel : (33) 1 53 70 22 35 

Laboratoire d’économétrie de l’Ecole polytechnique

Fax : (33) 1 53 70 21 45

1, rue Descartes - 75005 Paris


