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Biodiversity a major scientific and societal challenge 



What biodiversity research is all about? 

• To understand the dynamics of biodiversity in relation to global 
changes, and consequences for the fate of biological diversity & 
for ecosystem service delivery and human societies and activities 
 

• To generate and share the knowledge necessary to bring human 
societies into a sustainable and mutually beneficial relationship 
with the living world 

     



Importance to promote research at European level 

• The European scale is sometimes very relevant 

Ex: invasive species that cross borders  understand spread and threat & 

develop a management plan at European scale, not only national one ! 

Ex: network of field sites allowing better generalization 

 

• Better cope with new and emerging topics 

Ex: valuing biodiversity ; biodiversity & governance ; biodiversity & health  

rare that any one country has all the expertise to run a research programme 

on its own; European collaboration is essential   

 

BiodivERsA : joint activities among national/regional funding agencies 

in Europe and EC to support pan-European research on biodiversity 



 

The BiodivERsA approach to further coordinate and 
support trans-national research on biodiversity and 

ecosystem services in Europe 

BiodivERsA : ERA-NET 
supported by the EC 



The BiodivERsA3  consortium 



Major activities of 
BiodivERsA3 

Knowledge brokerage 
and dissemination 

Mapping & 
foresight activities 

Common strategic 
roadmap 

Stakeholder 
engagement 

Development & funding 
of calls for proposals 

Other joint activities 
(programme alignment; 
mobility schemes…) 



Overview of BiodivERsA3 

approach & activities 

Linking national / EC 

strategies and funding 

sources in Europe on 

biodiversity & ecosystem 

services 

Stakeholder engagement 

Program alignment 

Mobility schemes 



⌘ BiodivERsA database: 

 -> info on funding, programmes and 
projects 

currently >6500 funded projects profiled 
in the database! 

-> Analyses of funding sources/amounts, 
profiles of funded research, etc. 

Mapping  
activities 



Common 
roadmap 

Joint research programming: 
Common priorities identified (basis for joint calls) 



Over 2008-2015 Research 
funding 

and other joint calls 
in the future 



 

• BiodivERsA advisory Board with scientists and stakeholders; ad hoc workshops  

Co-design of programmes / activities 

 

 

• Stakeholder engagement = throughout the whole research process 

 

 

 

 

      

Stakeholder 
engagement 



Knowledge 
brokerage 

 -> Many products at the level of funded projects (management plans, maps, new indicators, 

local policy support, workshops) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 -> Policy briefs based on outputs 

of funded projects  

      

    



Stakeholder engagement:  
throughout the whole 
research project 

Mauser et al. (2013) 



BiodivERsA3: activities that may be of 
interest for INVALUABLE participants 

 



Possible support of 
BiodivERsA to increase 
funded projects impact 

(1) Support to produce policy briefs targeting European policies/policy makers 

Funded 
project(s) 

Professional 
knowledge 
broker 

BiodivERsA 

Ex: Workshop on 23 June (funded projects, policy makers, brokers…) to prepare the 
production of next policy briefs 



Possible support of 
BiodivERsA to increase 
funded projects impact 

(3) Help increasing the use of funded projects results (complementary to each 
project’s activity) 

Screening and making sure that results from all relevant funded projects are considered and 
valorized in key assessments 
Ex: Feed the European MAES portal 
Feed the IPBES topical assessments, and its European assessment 

(2) Promote exchanges and collaboration between researchers and stakeholders 

Ex: Workshops linking science and citizens; science and business. 
Topical workshops linking science/society/policy. 
Mobilization of funded projects PIs to key events (e.g. European Parliament…) 

Always acknowledging/identifying projects and authors! 



Follow up of funded 
projects and their results 

by BiodivERsA 

Ex: Analysis of the results of all the projects funded through a BiodivERsA call 
(typically 2 years after projects’ end date) 

Academic outputs and impacts 

# publications, Impact factors, Top journals… 

Stakeholder engagement and societal impacts 

Stakeholders engaged & how, products 
relevant/useable/used by stakeholders 



Future opportunities to 
support research on 

biodiversity and 
ecosystem services 

• New calls for research proposals 
 

• Alignment of programmes 
 

 
Sometimes focusing on overseas, developing regional 

approaches, promoting the international dimension 
 

Promoting integrative, multidisciplinary approaches as needed, 
and stakeholder engagement 



BiodivERsA is supported by EC 
part of its H2020 programme 


