Because the Ocean…
Under UNFCCC Art. 4.1 (d) all Parties committed to:
“promote sustainable management, and promote and cooperate in the conservation and enhancement, as
appropriate, of sinks and reservoirs of all greenhouse gases not controlled by the Montreal Protocol, including
biomass, forests and oceans as well as other terrestrial, coastal and marine ecosystems.”
This is a collective legal obligation our countries share as Parties to the UNFCCC.
As COP21 is about to begin, and regardless of its final outcome, we urge the international
community to take action in order to enhance global Ocean resilience to the impacts of CO2
emissions and climate change.
Because the Ocean sustains life on Earth and our collective well-being. It produces half the oxygen every
human being breathes. It also absorbs 25% of all the CO2 emitted by human activities, it captures
approximately 90% of the anthropogenic heat added to the global system, and it receives nearly all the water
from melting ice.
Because the Ocean is central to economic wealth, with an estimated contribution of between US$3-6 trillion
per year to the global economy. 90% of globally traded goods are transported by sea; fisheries provide
4.3 billion people with more than 15% of the animal protein consumed, and coastal areas provide crucial
services for local communities.
Because the Ocean is already experiencing significant stress, now aggravated by increased CO2
concentrations liable to seriously affect marine life. Carbon dissolved in the Ocean alters its chemistry, already
driving acidity up by 30% since the beginning of the industrial revolution.
Because the Ocean is warming, causing irreversible damage to coral reefs and other ecosystems and
species, stronger storms, changes in sea currents, including accelerating the spread of invasive species.
Because the Ocean level is rising, and we must anticipate that millions of people are at risk of being displaced
especially in low lying areas and Small Island States.
Because the Ocean will have a critical role in the implementation of the 2015 Paris Agreement and its
accompanying decisions.
1.

We pledge to support the proposal for a Special Report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) to address comprehensively the ocean/climate nexus.

2.

We reaffirm our commitment to reinforce Ocean resilience by meeting the targets agreed under the
UN Sustainable Development Goal #14 (SDG 14): Conserve and Sustainably Use the Oceans, Seas
and Marine Resources for Sustainable Development; with this in mind we express support for the
convening of a high-level UN Conference on Oceans and Seas in June 2017 in Fiji to promote
implementation and to maintain political momentum to achieve SDG 14.

3.

We believe, in keeping with the sense of urgency, that it is high time to promote an Ocean action
plan under the UNFCCC, starting in 2016, and we shall continue to meet as a group to address the
challenges identified in this declaration, inviting the participation and input of other relevant processes
and initiatives, within and outside the UN.

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for the launch of the Because the Ocean Declaration, which you can find
on the back of this page.
The Because the Ocean initiative was born from discussions among six partner organisations: the Chile’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Government of France’s Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development and
Energy, the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation, the high-level Global Ocean Commission, the policy
research Institute for Sustainable Development and International Relations (IDRRI) and the French ocean
advocacy organisation Tara Expeditions.
There is increasing interest in joining efforts to protect the global ocean and the global climate. We all agree
that we cannot do one without the other. Because the ocean is the single most important driver of our
climate and Earth systems, and in fact responsible for half the oxygen in our collective held breaths. The
ocean is a free-of-charge ecosystem service valued at around US$148 billion per year, considerably more
than the target for the Green Climate Fund. So, shouldn’t the ocean be getting top-billing at COP21? Shouldn’t
the links between the ocean and atmospheric carbon levels be among the key factors shaping climate action
strategies? Yes, because the ocean is our greatest ally in the fight against climate change and we need to act
now to protect it.

29 November 2015 - Programme:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Introductory remarks from the hosts and co-organisers of the initiative
Interactive dialogue, moderated by former BBC Environment Correspondent Richard Black
Signature ceremony with short statements and group photo
Cocktail reception until 21:00

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores de Chile
www.minrel.gov.cl
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Twitter hashtags : #BecauseTheOcean #OceanForClimate

